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Packer’s Foreword

This well-written, well-produced report tells a very sad story. | write about it as one
who is part of it, and continues to feel the pain of it.

It is the story of an Anglican diocese led not by the Word of God but against it, out of a
desire to keep in step with Canada’s post-Christian culture. In 2002 the diocese of New
Westminster committed itself to bless homosexual unions as if they were equivalent to
marriage and a form of Christian holiness. This put the diocese out of step with historic
Anglicanism and marginalized as eccentric, not to say homophobic, all who on biblical grounds
opposed this course of action.

Forced by conscience to declare themselves out of communion with the diocesan
bishop, who had supported this policy very publicly all along, and denied the alternative
episcopal oversight that they asked for and that was at one point offered, the protesting
congregations and clergy withdrew from the diocese to come under the official jurisdiction and
pastoral care of the Archbishop of the Southern Cone. Thus they became the nucleus of the
Anglican Network in Canada.

It is complained that this sets up parallel episcopal jurisdiction in the same geographical
area, something that historic Anglicanism has never allowed. The response has to be that when
one’s diocese through its bishop rejects the authority of Scripture and negates part of the
repentance that the gospel requires, and when those who cannot accept this wish to remain in
communion with the rest of the Anglican world, coming under an existing orthodox jurisdiction
becomes the only course open; and if this involves parallel jurisdictions, so be it. Once ruled
out in order to exclude deviant doctrine from orthodox dioceses, parallel jurisdiction must now
come in to sustain biblical authority and gospel truth in deviant dioceses.

The Church of the Good Shepherd seeks to carry on the church’s proper work of
evangelism, discipline, worshipping, caring and serving, and now needs a new location for this.
May its need soon be met.

J.l. Packer

Board of Governors’ Professor of Theology
Regent College, Vancouver

September 15, 2008
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